[Acute lung embolism: pathophysiology, clinical aspects and therapy].
Cautious estimates reveal that the diagnosis of pulmonary embolism is missed in approximately 60-70% of cases. The outcome in these patients is poor, mainly due to a tendency to relapsing embolism. Knowledge of pathophysiological contexts is important for clinical diagnosis and for evaluating degree of embolism. In most cases consistent conservative treatment is sufficient. Emergency embolectomy is indicated in cases with severe central pulmonary embolism. Operation mortality has dropped considerably since the introduction of cardiopulmonary bypass.